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16. The Roving Pedlar
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The Hole in the Wall and The Bishop of Bangor’s Jig both come from Playford’s Dancing
Master (first published 1698 and 1701 respectively). The Bishop has naturally been claimed as
Welsh, and Henry Purcell is said to have composed The Hole in the Wall.

The Roving Pedlar is an Irish air published in the 19th century in one of O’Farrell’s books for
Irish pipes. The ABBA form and unusual five-bar phrases are found in several older Irish tunes.
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